
SL2015-241 Session Law 2015-241 Page 123 

(5) Consider options for technology to link agency databases. 
The Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities, and Substance Abuse 

Services shall report to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee and the Joint 
Legislative Oversight Committee on Health and Human Services by November 15, 2015, and 
annually thereafter through November 15, 2017, on the implementation of this section. 

SECTION 11.19.(b)  The State Education Assistance Authority shall study 
strategies for ensuring that the State system of financial assistance for postsecondary education 
is fully available to assist qualified students with disabilities who are enrolled in 
certificate-based, approved university programs developed for them. The Authority shall report 
to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee and the Joint Legislative Oversight 
Committee on Health and Human Services by March 15, 2016, on the results of this study. 
 
WESTERN GOVERNORS UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE GRANT 

SECTION 11.20.  Of the funds appropriated in this act to the Board of Governors 
of The University of North Carolina, the sum of two million dollars ($2,000,000) in 
nonrecurring funds for the 2016-2017 fiscal year shall be used as a challenge grant to Western 
Governors University to raise the sum of five million dollars ($5,000,000) in private funds for 
the 2016-2017 fiscal year to establish a North Carolina campus. The allocation of two million 
dollars ($2,000,000) under this section is contingent upon receipt by Western Governors 
University of five million dollars ($5,000,000) in private funds for the purpose of establishing a 
North Carolina campus. 

The Board of Governors shall disburse the challenge grant funds of two million 
dollars ($2,000,000) to Western Governors University upon notification and appropriate 
documentation that the sum of five million dollars ($5,000,000) in private funds has been raised 
pursuant to this section. 
 
HUNT INSTITUTE/NO GENERAL FUNDS 

SECTION 11.21.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no monies from the 
General Fund shall be used for the support of The Hunt Institute which is an affiliate of the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
CENTRALIZED PROCESS TO DETERMINE RESIDENCY FOR TUITION 

PURPOSES 
SECTION 11.23.  It is the intent of the General Assembly to establish a 

coordinated and centralized process for residency determination that enables efficiencies within 
the public sectors of higher education and that simplifies the process while enhancing accuracy 
and consistency of outcomes. The State Education Assistance Authority (SEAA) is hereby 
authorized to perform all functions necessary to implement the coordinated and centralized 
process to apply the criteria in G.S. 116-143.1 to determine residency for tuition purposes of 
students who apply for admission and are admitted to a constituent institution of The University 
of North Carolina or a community college under the jurisdiction of the State Board of 
Community Colleges and for students who apply for State-funded financial aid to attend 
eligible private postsecondary institutions so that the process will be fully functional for terms 
of enrollment commencing after December 31, 2016. 

The University of North Carolina General Administration and the North Carolina 
Community College System shall take the necessary actions to facilitate an orderly transition 
from the campus-based residency determination system to the coordinated and centralized 
process authorized in this section. Each of the Division of Motor Vehicles of the Department of 
Transportation, the Department of Public Instruction, the Department of Commerce, the 
Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of Revenue, the State Board of 
Elections, and the State Chief Information Officer shall expeditiously cooperate with the SEAA 
in verifying electronically, or by other similarly effective and efficient means, evidence 
submitted to the SEAA for the purposes of classifying an individual as a resident for tuition 
purposes. The SEAA shall consult with representatives of The University of North Carolina 
General Administration, the North Carolina Community College System, and the North 
Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities in implementing the centralized process. 
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